Foreword

This book is a written collection of good works carried out by the men of the Knights of
Columbus in Saskatchewan. Included are things they have done for the Catholic Church
and the families they love, the communities they call home and the fraternity and good
friendships they enjoy with each other. The book was requested by State Deputy Marte
Nogot and the Chair of the project is PSD Bob Barkman.

Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism are the guiding principles of almost two million
K of C members in the world. Charity is the abiding principal and the first lesson taught
new members.

The State Deputies who are the executive officers for two year terms take up the majority
space in this book because they are the ones who lead, motivate and supervise the work
of the Order. Much power rests with these men who must be very cautious about how
they use it. Later one of them, Ed Gibney, entered seminary and became Father Ed
Gibney. Greg Elder a salesman with the Agency Department also entered seminary and
became Father Greg Elder. Widower Dr. John Riffel a Dentist, PSD and former Master at
age 72 was ordained as Priest and served until his death at age 93. State Deputy PSD Joe
Riffel served during the historic Covid pandemic and wrote knowingly about its
problems.

Further reporting about the work of the committees by Eugene Achtemichuk is also a
major part of the book. Everything about internal work and the things we do in the
community are covered. I must cite the work of the Charitable Foundation which does
great work and operates professionally under the leadership of Harvey Granatier. Coats
for Kids and the wheelchair projects under Shawn Scherr should be sources for member
pride. PSD Marty Schneider was a dedicated worker in the field of ceremonials. So much
so that Supreme office appointed him to supervise ceremonial work beyond the borders
of Saskatchewan. One needs to be cautious about mentioning names when so many serve
with distinction but Past State Deputies Chris Bencharski and Denis Carignan in
membership work and General Agent Mark Lewans of the Agency Department deserve
plaudits for their exemplary work.

Everyone knows that history should report accomplishment and enough about the
mistakes so that these are not repeated.

All in all Saskatchewan Knights of Columbus deserve much credit for acquitting
themselves with integrity and Christian charity. I’'m proud to know them and be a part of
their collective service. I hope you enjoy this history because it is a testament to an
outstanding group of men, with most married and supported by wives, have accomplished
much over many years.

Lorne W. F. Harasen, PSD, FM,
Editor



